
  

 

THOUGHT FOR THE DAY 
 
 

WHAT IF GOD HAD AN ANSWERING MACHINE? 
 

I have learned to live with answering machines as a necessary part of modernization.  But I’ve often 
wondered…what if God decided to install an answering machine?  

 Imagine praying, then hearing this: 
 

“Thank you for calling My Father’s House.  Please press 1 for a request.  Press 2 for thanksgiving.  
Press 3 to complain.  For all other inquiries, press 4.” 

 

So I press 2 and I hear:  “We’re sorry.  Due to heavier than expected volume we are unable to make 
a connection with God; please try again later.  Your business is important to us.” 

 

What if God used the familiar excuse:  “All of the angels are helping other souls right now. Please 
stay on the line and your call will be answered in the order it was received.” 

 

Can you imagine these kinds of recorded responses as you call on God in prayer: 
 

-“To find out how many angels dance on the head of a pin, press 4.” 
-“If you’d like King David to sing a psalm for you, press 6.” 

-“To find out if your relative is here, enter the date they departed and listen for  
the list that follows.” 

-“To confirm your reservations at My Father’s House, press the letters 
 J-O-H-N, Followed by the number 3-1-6.” 

-“To find out what your pastor is doing at the moment, press 7”. 
- “For the answers to nagging questions about dinosaurs, the age of the earth, or where 

Noah’s Ark is…wait till you get here!” 
- “If you want to know what I think of American politics, don’t press anything.  Hang up and  

listen for laughter!” 
-“Our computers indicate you’ve called once today, already.   

Please hang up immediately.” 
-“This office is closed for the weekend.  Please call on Monday.” 

 
 

Thank God we can call on him anytime, and the line is never busy.  God takes each call personally, 
and we’ll never be out on “hold!”  Best of all, God often call on us.  Are you waiting for His call?  

If you listen carefully, you just might hear music in the background and God singing,  
“I just call to say I love you’.  I just called to say how much I care…” 

 

 



 

  

June 2015 

Tidings 
 Quarterly Newsletter of 
Clarkston United 
Methodist Church 

                     Volume 2 

 
 

 
Unstoppable Faith & Commitment 
By Pastor Karen Lyons 
 
"And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But 
the greatest of these is love."  I Corinthians 13:13 
 

 

In June 2014, I was appointed to Clarkston UMC as 

the first female African American Pastor.  I had little 

knowledge of Clarkston UMC and was surprised to find that 

it is a seven day a week “Local and Global Mission Field." 

 
 

                                          
                                            "And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. 
                                            But the greatest of these is love."  I Corinthians 13:13 

 
 

 

In June 2014, I was appointed to Clarkston UMC as the first female African 
American Pastor.  I had little knowledge of Clarkston UMC and was surprised to find 

that it is a seven day a week “Local and Global Mission Field." This is what 

unstoppable, immovable faith and love look and feel like!  Faith in action!  
Ralph and I are so thankful and excited about my re-appointment to Clarkston UMC 
for a second year and we fully embrace the opportunities that will continue to come 
to Clarkston. Our mission field is all around us, both locally and globally, and the 
members, partners and community organizations in Clarkston and our Conference 
have helped us to show people in Georgia and the nation our commitment to reaching 
all God' s people with passion, and unstoppable faith, hope and love! Thanks again 
Clarkston UMC for helping us to reach out and intentionally embrace all the people 
who we meet. Glory to God!  We love you dearly and expect great things for the New 
Year and many years to come as we go and make disciples of all nations, embracing, 
equipping and empowering all people, locally and globally. Ralph and Karen Lyons 
 

  



 

 
 

Can you find 16 books of the Bible in this puzzle? 
 
 

I once made a remark about the hidden books of the Bible.  It was a lulu, 
kept people looking so hard for facts and for others it was a revelation.  

Some were in a jam, especially since the names of the books were 
capitalized, but the truth finally struck home to numbers of readers.  To 

others it was a real job.  We want it to be a most fascinating few moments 
for you.  Yes, there will be some really easy ones to spot. Others may 

require judges to help them.  I will quickly admit it usually takes a minister 
to find one of them, and there will be loud lamentation when it is found.  A 

little lady says she brews a cup of tea, so she can concentrate better.  See 
how well you can compete.  Relax now for there are really sixteen names of 

books of the Bible in this puzzle.   Answer in next newsletter. 

 

  

 

Donations for the Food Pantry was a success!   
Because of the Clarkston family, we were able to 
feed more families!  The next Food Pantry dates 
are June 6, 20; July 11 & 25. 
 

 
 

* 

 
 

Thanks to the UMW for helping sort books in the 
library for the community yard sale.  UMW will 
also be helping with the UMCOR Health Kits for 
the Conference.  Hats off to UMW! 
 

 
 

Young People’s Concert! 
Under the Direction of Jason Rodgers 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
      

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

Father’s Day – June 21st 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Join us for VBS with McKendree UMC, 
July 13th thru July 15th beginning at 4 pm.   

 
 

“Come Expecting a Blessing! 

                Leave Proclaiming a Victory!! 
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Decorating the Cross on Easter 

 

 

Thanks to everyone who helped Pastor 

Lyons, Oney Houmes and her 

granddaughters, Rylee & Kyndall 

Ricketts and great granddaughter, 

Audrey Miller for a job well done in 

decorating the cross for Resurrection Day 

2015. 

 

 

 

Please join us in the 

Narthex before and after 

service for donuts and 

coffee courtesy of the 

Clarkston United 

Methodist Men. Also the 

Men’s Fellowship takes 

place on the 2nd Tuesday 

of each month at the Old 

Hickory House in Tucker, 

GA at 11:30 am. For more 

information or to RSVP 

contact Steve Parrett at 

(404) 368-5169. 

 
Continue to help us reach out to 

our homebound. 
 

 
 

Ebb & Kitty Evans 
Warren Franklin 
Rhonda Grear 

Carol Hill 
Dudley McGarity 

Lil Titlow 
Harry & Jobeth Yarbrough 
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