
  

 
 

Lost Verses of Genesis 
 

 
 

 

Adam was walking around the Garden of Eden feeling very lonely and moping around. 
 

God came to Adam and asked him “What is the matter with you today Adam?” 
 

Adam replied, “I haven’t got anyone to talk to.” 
 

So God said “I have been thinking of creating a perfect companion for you.   
This companion will be different than man so I will create it to be a woman.” 

He went on, “This person will gather food for you, cook for you, 
and when you discover clothing she’ll wash them for you. 

She will always agree with every decision you make.  She will bear 
your children and never ask you to get up in the middle of the night 

to take care of them.  She will not nag you, and will be the first to admit 
she is wrong when you’ve had a disagreement.  She will never have a  

headache, and will freely give you love and passion whenever you want it.” 
               Adam said, “Wow that sounds great, so what would something like that  

cost a guy like me?” 
God replied, “That model will cost you an arm and a leg. 

Adam thought about it for a while and asked, “What can I get for a rib?” 
 

AND THE REST IS HISTORY…… 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Food for Thought:  “God made Adam first because He didn’t want any advice from Eve on  
                                     how to make Adam!” 
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Unstoppable Faith & Commitment 
By Pastor Karen Lyons 
 
"And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But 
the greatest of these is love."  I Corinthians 13:13 
 

 

In June 2014, I was appointed to Clarkston UMC as 

the first female African American Pastor.  I had little 

knowledge of Clarkston UMC and was surprised to find that 

it is a seven day a week “Local and Global Mission Field." 

 
 

Honoring God's Vision 
 

                                    "For surely I know the plans I have for you, says the Lord, plans for your welfare and not for harm, 
                                                 to give you a future with hope….”Jeremiah 29:11(NRSV).  

 
Where does one begin when striving to cast, grasp and run faithfully with the vision for God’s church, the Body of 
Christ? Are we faithfully praying and then connecting the dots that address vision, mission, strategy and an effective, 
impactful action plan? How do we strive for intentional and authentic relationships, connections long lasting 
partnerships, both locally and internationally? What would our bridge partners in Georgia and in Kenya say?  
 

A great place to start is with the following steps; First, let us seek God's Vision. I love the song, “Be thou my vision,  
Oh Lord!” Second, write it down clearly so others can understand it. Utilize scriptural verses, pictures, a road map, 
symbols, quotes, and sound business principles to help paint the vivid picture and third, take action and run with it, 
gathering followers for the Lord!  
 

Apply sound strategies, structure, leadership and staff that support the vision and long term goals. This will lead to 
effective team work and collective decision making sacrifices in the areas of time, effort, and financial resources. 
Creating a vision plan, a newsletter, a book of culturally diverse stories (pictures and words) or a clear and concise 
mission and vision statement help to clarify God’s vision for all at Clarkston UMC. God gives us a plan and purpose, 
backed up with God’s power, provision and protection so that we can be and remain intentional about fulfilling the 
mission plan (Matthew 28:16-19) each day of our lives.  
 

At Clarkston, we like John Wesley, believe that the world is our parish and we strive to embrace, equip and  
empower all who desire to seek an understanding and a relationship with Christ Jesus. We go and make disciples  
of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world, through our prayers, presence, gifts, service and witness.  
Keep the vision alive by seeking God’s face every blessed filled day! Peace and love. Pastor Karen Lyons 
 
 
 

 

    



 

 

 

 16 Books of the Bible Solved! 
 

 

I once made a reMARK about the hidden books of the Bible.  It was a luLU, KEpt 
people looKING so hard for fACTS and for others it was a REVELATION.  Some 
were in a JAM ESpecially since the names of the books were capitalized, but the 
truth finally struck home to NUMBERS of readers.  To others it was a real JOB.  
We want it to be A MOSt fascinating few moments for you.  YES, THERe will be 
some really easy ones to spot. Others may require JUDGES to help them.  I will 
quickly admiT IT USually takes a minister to find one of them, and there will be 

loud LAMENTATION when it is found.  A little lady says sHE BREWS a cup of tea, 
so she can concentrate better.  See how well you can comPETE.  Relax now for 

there are really sixteen names of books of the Bible in this puzzle.   
Congratulations Linda Parrett for finding all 16 books!!  If you found all 16 call the 

church office so we can add your name to our list!!   

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Our beloved Clarkston Community!   
Next Food Pantry dates:  September 5 & 19;  

October 3 & 17. 

 
 

 

 
 

VBS 2015 with McKendree UMC was a huge 
success! Thanks to our members, friends, UMW and 
the many volunteers for making this year’s VBS one 
of the best ever!  Be sure to check out the picture 
display located in the Narthex! 

 
 

Special thanks and appreciation to the  
Rev. Dr. Patricia Williams for filling in the absence of 
Pastor Lyons, who was on a mission trip to Kenya 
for two weeks!  Please stop by the bulletin board, 
next to church office for photographs of her mission 
trip. 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
      

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

September 7th 
 

Scenes from Oak Grove UMC  

“Helping Hands”, June 18, 2015 
 

Trimming the hedges!! 
 

     

Cleaning Pastor’s Office          

            

                          Cleaning Hallways! 
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Oak Grove “Caring for Clarkston” Youth 
Ministry Food Pantry Project 

 

Oak Grove UMC along with our very own 

Wendell Carter, posed for a picture during a 

Food Pantry Saturday, June 2015. 
 

 

 Youth in action unloading food for pantry! 

  

 

  Youth, volunteer preparing for food pantry! 
 

 

  Please join us in the 

Narthex before and after service for donuts and 

coffee courtesy of the Clarkston United 

Methodist Men. Also the Men’s Fellowship 

takes place on the 2nd Tuesday of each month at 

the Old Hickory House in Tucker, GA at 11:30 

am. For more information or to RSVP contact 

Steve Parrett at (404) 368-5169. 

 UMW are preparing 

shoeboxes for Haiti.  The shoeboxes will 

include toiletries, small toys, school supplies, 

etc.   The UMW also distributed school 

supplies for schools located in the Clarkston 

area and the children of the 6 congregations 

that meet here at Clarkston. Kudos to UMW! 

 

“SPOTLIGHT ON STAFF” 

 
 

 

 
 

Ebb & Kitty Evans 
Warren Franklin 

Carol Hill 
Dudley McGarity 

Harry & Jobeth Yarbrough 
 

 

Continue to help us reach out to our 

homebound. 
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