
  

 
 

 

HE IS THE REAS0N 
 

His arrival was eagerly anticipated, but not just by children. 

He came on Christmas Day, but not down the chimney. 

He worked in a wood shop, but not making toys. 

He had a beard, but it was not white. 

He had some helpers, but they were not elves. 

He did a miracle, but not on 34th Street. 

He rode into town, but not in a sleigh. 

He carried a lot of weight, but He was not heavy. 

He hung on a tree, but not as an ornament. 

He disappeared into the clouds, but not to the North Pole. 

His return is eagerly anticipated, but not predictable. 
 

HE IS JESUS! 
 

So every year at Christmas time 
Let the traditions become a sign 

To point us back so long ago 
When God came to earth for the world to know! 
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Unstoppable Faith & Commitment 
By Pastor Karen Lyons 
 
"And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But 
the greatest of these is love."  I Corinthians 13:13 
 

 

In June 2014, I was appointed to Clarkston UMC as 

the first female African American Pastor.  I had little 

knowledge of Clarkston UMC and was surprised to find that 

it is a seven day a week “Local and Global Mission Field." 

 
                          

                                                                                                                JOYFUL EXPECTATIONS 
                               

              “To everything there is a season, a time for every purpose under heaven…” Ecclesiastes 3:1 
                                  

 We celebrate and proclaim anew the cycle, the seasons of the Christian year. We begin with Advent, a season which 
expresses hope and expectation for both the first and second comings of Christ. We hope for the destruction of evil, for justice, 
righteousness and peace for all people and all nations.  Advent challenges us to rethink and confront in Word and sacramental 
sign-acts, the revelation of Christ’s time in the midst of our times. Therefore, we begin the year reflecting and praying together 
about Christ coming again, in final victory. Advent readings and the ceremony of lighting the Advent candles both express the 
expectation of Christ’s Nativity and the second coming of Christ’s rule, to judge, and to save the world. The cry of the Lord ’s 
Prayer is in tune with the Advent season: “Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven….” 
 

The Advent-Christmas-Epiphany cycle of the Christian year takes us through the narrative of hope and expectation for the 
coming Messiah, expressed in powerful ways through the prophets, most especially Isaiah. Christmas and Epiphany take us 
from the birth narratives to the first manifestation of Jesus’ identity and divinity in the gifts of the Magi, his baptism by John in 
the Jordan, and his first miracle at the Wedding in Cana. At the same time of celebration, the Christian year speaks to our 
yearning and hope for salvation, the Incarnation,  the anticipation by the wise men of Jesus’ birth, and the experience and 
understanding that the way, the truth, and the life is the way of Emmanuel, God with-us.  
 

During this season, let us join together united and in fervent prayer, experiencing the themes, visual images and emotions 
which come with this cycle: from hope to joy, from darkness to light, from yearning for deliverance to the real manifestation of 
God coming in judgement and life-giving union with humanity. This season points to the hope for a redeemed world and an 
urgent expectancy of God’s light and power in Christ. Once again, God offers grace, love, hope, joy, justice, peace, 
righteousness, and reconciliation to all.  May all in the world make the choice to believe in God, through Jesus Christ, and be 
born from above.  Peace and love.   
   
 
 
 



 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

SPOTLIGHT ON STAFF 
 

Arnette C. Smith 

Administrative Assistant 

 
 

 
   

 

 

                                
 
Arnette came to us as a seasoned Administrative 
Assistant.  She has ties with the United Methodist 
Church, the African Methodist Episcopal Church, 
the Baptist Church, the Presbyterian Church and 
the non-denominational church.  Arnette has been 
doing God’s work for many years, and will be the 
first to tell you that she loves working and serving 
in the church and that this is “Her Ministry”.  As 
you can see from the photographs above she is 
also a true “Atlanta Falcon” fan.  In honor of the 
Falcons playing New Orleans, she dressed in her 
Falcon attire only to have her bubble busted!  She 
is the mother of one daughter, Bridgett Slaton who 
is a sales rep for Georgia Lottery, and no she is not 
able to tell which numbers to pick for the lotto! 
Bridgett is married to Terrence Slaton – and no 
grands as of yet. Arnette loves Clarkston UMC and 
hopes that in some small way she does make a 
difference.  Arnette resides in Stone Mountain, GA. 
and one of her favorite sayings is… 
        

“IT’S ALL ABOUT LOVE” 
 

 
 

 

 
 
      
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

    

        Leadership Training Participants 
 

DeVon, Linda, Steve, and Constance are 

pictured here with Teresa Lilja of the Emory 

District office. 

 

                
     Rhythm & Light                                   Matthew Pierce 
 

Laity Sunday 2015 

Rhythm & Light provided the music for Laity 

Sunday. Keisha Jeffries sang “His Name is 

Wonderful” and Matthew Pierce spoke 

about “Doing It Better”.  Steve Parrett 

serves as the Lay Leader for Clarkston UMC.  

Thanks Steve!  
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The United Methodist Women prepared 8 

Boxes for needy children of the world.  

Linda Parrett delivered the boxes to the 

North Georgia UMW Annual Meeting in 

LaGrange on October 3.  In preparation 

for the Advent Season, the ladies 

decorated the Chrismon Tree in the 

sanctuary.  Later this month, UMW will 

be preparing Fruit Baskets for our shut-

ins.  Watch the bulletin for the date!  

Kudos to the United Methodist Women! 
 

 

 

   

 

 

Childen Receiving Shoe 
Boxes from UMW 
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   Hats off to the UMM!  The 

UMM participated in the Starfish Project set 

up by the North Georgia Conference helping 

disabled persons remodel their homes.  A big 

thank you to UMM for their continued support 

of the Flower Fund!  Also the Men’s 
Fellowship takes place on the 2nd Tuesday of 

each month at the Old Hickory House in 
Tucker, GA at 11:30 am. For more information 

or to RSVP contact Steve Parrett. 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Ebb & Kitty Evans 
Warren Franklin 

Carol Hill 
Dudley McGarity 

Harry & Jobeth Yarbrough 
 

 

Continue to help us reach out to our homebound. 
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