
  
 
 

 

 

THE HAIR CUT 
 

A young boy had just gotten his driving permit.  He asked  
his father, who was a minister, if they could  

discuss his use of the car. 
 

His father said to him, “I’ll make a deal with you.  You bring  
your grades up, study your bible a little, and get your hair cut,  

then we will talk about it.” 
 

A month later the boy came back and again asked his father  
if they could discuss his use of the car. 

 

His father said, “Son I’m real proud of you.   
You have brought your grades up, you’ve studied  
your bible diligently, but you didn’t get a haircut!” 

 

The young man waited a moment and replied,  
“You know Dad, I’ve been thinking about that.   

You know Samson had long hair, 
Moses had long hair, Noah had long hair, 

And even Jesus had long hair.” 
 

His father replied,  
“Yes son, and they walked everywhere they went!” 

 

***** 
 

A New Year’s Prayer 
 

Dear Lord, during the New Year please give me: 
 

 A few friends who understand me and still remain my friends. 
A work to do that has eternal value. An understanding heart. 

A sense of humor.  Time for quiet, silent meditation on the things  
that really matter. The patience to wait for these things and the  

wisdom to recognize them when they arrive. 
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Unstoppable Faith & Commitment 
By Pastor Karen Lyons 
 
"And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But 
the greatest of these is love."  I Corinthians 13:13 
 

 

In June 2014, I was appointed to Clarkston UMC as 

the first female African American Pastor.  I had little 

knowledge of Clarkston UMC and was surprised to find that 

it is a seven day a week “Local and Global Mission Field." 

This is what unstoppable, immovable faith and love looks 

Rise, Shine and Give God the Glory! 
 

“You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid. No one after lighting a lamp puts 
it under a bushel, but on the lampstand, and it gives light to all in the house. In the same way, let 
your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father 
in heaven.” (Matthew 5:14–16 NRSV). 

 
    Jesus says, “You Are the Light of the World.” A city set on a hill cannot be hidden.” We, God’s Children give light to all in the house. We at 
Clarkston UMC have an identity and principle task to be the light to those at our church, and the school and give churches which share space 
and ministries to people here in the USA and abroad. How do we shine? We must not be hidden. Our words and actions must speak to our 
identity and our responsibility to be a light on top of a hill well lit for all to see and find a place of refuge. True disciples are not hidden and our 
light must continue to shine brightly. The psalmist says, “Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.” (Psalm 119:105NRSV). God’s 
word is the light which provides us with them guidance and direction and glows brightest in the midst of darkness or challenging situations. 
Our ability to believe and trust God in every day and in every situation gives us the needed fuel for our lamps to stay well lit. We are to show 
the way and to illuminate the path. Our lights allow us to fully believe the gift we have been given and trust the path/journey God has for us. 
Why must we shine? Jesus in Matthew 5:16 teaches us that we are light, “so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father 
who is in heaven.”  We do good works to glorify God and praise the Lord so that people will see the way to God. 
 

     Our lights shine brightest in the dark places we are sent to go to shine before others so that light is given to “all” the people in the house! 
The poor, impoverished, authentic, hurt, abused and healing, and ethnically and culturally diverse and still “all” God’s precious Children! Our 
light speaks for us when we are intentional about practicing spiritual disciplines and a built-in framework for accountably. You are the light. 
Shine and provide direction and give glory to God!   Peace and love Rev. Dr. Karen Lyons 
 

Night driving is a real challenge for me when there is absence of lights. This is because while driving, I tend to look up the road in an attempt to see 
what’s ahead so that I can adjust as needed. This is difficult to do in total darkness. Therefore, I am trying to retrain my brain to look immediately 
ahead of my car allowing my headlights to illuminate the lines in the road to stay on course. However, my anxiety diminish instantly when there is 
presence of light be it from an approaching vehicle or from overhead street lights. This reminds me of the many people with virtual darkness all 
around them hoping for a glimpse of light to relieve stress and anxiety. That is if they have not already given up. Matthew 5:16 reminds us to let our 
light shine so that others can see...and glorify God. Be that Light!”  Darlene Bulger; 1/5/2018). 
 



 

 
 

Betty Cardell shared this picture of 
Clarkston UMC before the renovations. 
Clarkston held their first service in the 
new sanctuary in 1960.  The 2nd and 3rd  

floors were completed at that time. 
 

 

LAITY SUNDAY 2017 
 

 
 

Steve Parrett, Lay Chairperson 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

  
   
        Chris Hamilton of McKendree UMC  
        was the guest speaker for Laity Sunday. 

 

Spotlight on Clarkston!! 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Music selections for Laity Sunday by  
Rhythm and Light along with the Chancel Choir. 

 

 
 

Fred Morris always teaching the kids from 
Light Mission Pentecostal Church 

how to be the best acolytes!  Way to go Fred!! 
 

 
 

Sanctuary decorated for Christmas 2017 
with beautiful poinsettias and the Chrismon Tree. 

Thanks to the Pastor, Linda, Princess and Frances 
for a job well done.  Absolutely beautiful!!  

 
 
 



 
 

           Rhonda Grear, Fred Morris and Lee Waller lighting 
           Advent Wreath for Second Sunday of Advent.. 
 

 
 

DeVon Thomas renders the prayer and greeting 
for Second Sunday of Advent 

 
 

****** 
 

 

 
 

 

The Chancel Choir under the direction of Lisa Wilson always 
provides beautiful music, and if you can carry a note 

please feel free to join us!   
 

 
   

                   Congratulations  Ebb & Miss Kitty!   
 

     
 

                            68 years of wedding bliss! 
 

 
Members, friends and neighbors gathered at 
CiCi’s Pizza to celebrate Ebb & Miss Kitty’s  

68th anniversary! 
 

 
 

 
 

Thank you Ebb and Miss Kitty for the many things you do for 
CUMC, especially the donation of electric heaters received during 
one of the coldest winters.  The heaters help us warm the 

parsonage when the heat went out at the Wheaton Lane location. 
The heaters also help keep the bathrooms warm at the 
church.  And the cold weather is not over yet!!  The lights 
that brighten up our sanctuary is just another way we thank 
you for all you do at CUMC! 
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                 Congratulations Dick & Carol Foulk 
 

 

 
 

67 years together! 
 

 
 

Dick Foulk served many years on the Trustee and Finance 
Committee.  He was also on the B&G Committee and  
MARR (Metro Atlanta Recovery Residence). Carol’s gifts 
and talents were with the United Methodist Women.  Picture 
here with Dick and Carol is their daughter, Barby. 
 

****** 
 

 
 

Request for Diapers! 
 

“Must haves for a calm and happy baby”!! 
 

We are in need of diapers for the Food Pantry, 
especially diapers size 4, 5, and 6.  You may 
purrchase diapers or you may donate money 

             to the Food Pantry for the purchase of diapers. 
 

 

**** 
 
 

 

I am the beginning of eternity, 
the end of time,  

the beginning of everything, 
and the end of life 

who or what am I? 
 

If you know the answer call the church office 
                         for a surprise… 

 
 
 
 

This jubilant New Year marks a fresh  
start of brighter and more exciting journeys.   

We wish all of you will have the 
most enjoyable ride ever!!..The Clarkston Staff 

 
 

 

**** 
 
 

Something to think about….hmmm 
 
 

“This is the story about four people named Everybody, 
Somebody, Anybody, and Nobody.  There was an 
important job to be done and Everybody was sure that 
Somebody would do it.  Anybody could have done it, but 
Nobody did it.  Somebody got angry about that, because 
it was Everybody’s job.  Everybody thought Anybody 
could do it, but Nobody realized that Everybody 
wouldn’t do it.  It ended up that Everybody blamed 
Somebody when Nobody did what anyone could have.. 
 

.
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In Memory of Ebb Evans 
 

 
 

 

July 24, 1928 - February 2, 2018 
 
 

“When God saw you getting tired 
And a cure was not to be 

He put his arms around you 
and whispered come to me 

He didn’t like what you went through 
and He gave you rest 

His garden must be beautiful 
He only takes the best! 

And when he saw you sleeping 
so peacefuly and free from pain 

we wouldn’t wish you back 
to suffer that again. 

Today we say goodbye 
And as you take your final rest 
that garden must be beautiful 

Because you are one of the best!! 
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