My Get Up and Go Has Got Up and Went!
How do I know that my youth is all spent?
Well, my get up and go has got up and went.
But in spite of it all, I am able to grin.
When I think of the places my get up has been.
Old age is golden, So I’ve heard said
But sometimes I wonder, as I get into bed.
With my ears in a drawer, my teeth in a cup
And my eyes on the table until I wake up.
Ere sleep dims my eyes I say to myself
“Is there anything else I can put on the shelf?”
And I’m happy to say as I close the door
“My friends are the same, perhaps even more.”
When I was a young thing my slippers were red,
I could kick my heels as high as my head.
Then I was older, my slippers were blue,
But still I could walk the whole day through.
Now I’m still older, my slippers are black
I walk to the store and puff my way back
The reason I know my youth is all spent
My get up and go has got up and went.
But really, I don’t mind when I think with a grim,
Of all the grand places my get up has been
Since I have retired from life’s competition
I busy myself with complete repetition.
I get up each morning and dust off my wits,
Pick up the paper and read the ‘obits’,
If my name is missing, I know I’m not dead
So I eat a good breakfast and go back to bed!
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“Whatever It Takes Lord”
“Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will
be opened to you.” Matthew 7:7 NRSV
When is the last time you were moved to say, “Yes Lord, whatever it takes?” How did you respond and what does
your answer say about how you live out your life experiences and challenges in life? In 2 Kings 4:1-7, God provides
us with an example of how God supplies all our needs even in the midst of lack of resources or doubt. A widow
had a husband who loved and trusted God and the servant Elisha. But she was challenged because now his
creditors were coming to get paid or they would take her two boys as payment. Imagine someone trying to take
& Commitment
your children away.Unstoppable
What would youFaith
think and
do? She cried out to the prophet Elisha who knew her husband’s
faith in God. She listened
to
his
questions
carefully
By Pastor Karen Lyons before she responded. The widow felt that she had nothing at
all but a small jar of olive oil. When we think that we are at our breaking point, challenged or overwhelmed beyond
our capabilities we should ask ourselves, “What is in my house even when I think it is not enough?
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it is a seven day a week “Local and Global Mission Field."

SPOTLIGHT ON STAFF

Chaplain L. DeVon Thomas. M.Div., Th.M., is a
native of Birmingham, Alabama, where she received
her early education and completed her
undergraduate work. She is a graduate of Howard
University School of Divinity, where she obtained a
Master of Divinity Degree with a concentration
World Religions. She received her ecclesiastical
endorsement to serve on active duty in the United
States Navy Chaplain Corps from the American
Baptist Convention dually aligned with the
Progressive National Baptist Convention. Chaplain
Thomas was nominated by the Navy Chaplain Corps
to attend Postgraduate school at Duke University
Divinity School where she graduated with a Master
of Theological Degree in Homiletics and worship
and minor in Pastoral Care and Counseling.
Chaplain Thomas is the fifth female and second
African American female Navy Chaplain to retire
from active duty in the history of the United States
Navy Chaplain Corps.
Commander Thomas
professional ability, selfless dedication to duty and
numerous superlative achievements and awards
culminated in a distinguished career of 22 years of
loyal and faithful service to her country. DeVon and
her daughter Cheyenne first attended worship at
Clarkston UMC, August 2014 and subsequently,
became members in August 2015. DeVon currently
serves as worship leader, preacher, SPRC-Chair,
and Altar Guild Coordinator. Recently selected in
June 2017, DeVon serves on the AMRY District
Superintendent Executive Leadership Team as one
of three Associate District Lay Leaders.

Scenes from VBS 2017

UMW Sisters in Fellowship!
Princess, Linda, Rhonda and Oney!

Without God our weeks would be:
Sinday, Mournday, Tearsday, Wasteday,
Thirstday, Fightday, Shatterday
*****

7 days without God
makes one weak!

Welcome Pastor Peter Mtuamwari!

JASON & KEISHA’S WEDDING!
Jason Rodgers & Keisha Jeffries were married on
October 1, 2017at the Botanical Gradens in Atlanta, Ga.
Dr. Lyons officiated the ceremony!

Pictured with Pastor Peter is his wife,
Priscilla, son, Nathan and daughter
Rhoda. Pastor Peter not only
preaches, he sings and teaches
The Adult Sunday School Class!

Rev. Dr. Mike Long and his wife, Terri attend
the clergy picnic at Lawrenceville
First UMC, Lawrenceville, GA.

Dr. Lyons on vacation with family!

Ralph, and daugters, Jeanne and Christine

Wendell Taliferro Carter

April 2, 1951 - August 14, 2017

Wendell was a part of the Clarkston Church Family
from January 2011 until his retirement in May 2017.
Wendell was a dedicated worker and a true friend to
many of us. His funeral was held in Memphis,
Tennessee. A letter from the church and the Fugees
Academy was read by Arnette Smith, who represented
the Clarkston
Church Family and the Fugees
Academy. Below are both letters in their entirety.
To the Family of Wendell Carter:
We are deeply saddened to learn of Wendell’s death.
Clarkston UMC would like to express our sincere
sympathy to you and your family. Please accept our
sincere and heartfelt condolences at this most difficult
time. Wendell was highly respected and meant so much
to everyone at Clarkston UMC, the Fugee Academy,
and all of our church partners. Wendell was faithful,
spirit filled, and a hard-working Christian custodian
and friends to all of us. Wendell was a remarkable man
and I thank God that Clarkston UMC was a place he
enjoyed working and being with members and friends.
Knowing him personally as we did for his many years
of service allows us to express the tremendous
difference he made in the lives of many people, both
here and his family and friends. Wendell will be truly
missed. With sincere sympathy,
Rev. Dr. Karen Lyons & The Clarkston Church
Family!

The letter from the Fugees Academy was written by the
Fugee Kids. Luma started writing the letter but the kids
wanted to do it instead, and it reads as follows:
We are the students at Fugees Academy. We have
known Mr, Wendell for years. Mr. Wendell was a great
addition to our family. We loved and appreciated him
very much. He brought laughter daily and was a gift of
joy. We looked up to Mr. Wendell as a influence and a
role model. He took the time and the effort into helping
the Fugees Academy. He was the kindest, most
hardworking, dedicated man. We loved how we would
walk into school and see him and he would always greet
us with a smile and a good morning. He joked around
with us and brought bright smiles to our faces. It’s
been a long time since we last saw him and now we
found out he passed away. That broke our hearts and
it’s hard to accept that. He is in a better place with no
pain and stress, but instead joy and we all know he will
be watching over us everyday. We are so sorry to have
lost a kind man. Not only will he be remembered, but
he will remain a part of the Fugees Academy. Thank
you! Students of Fugees Academy.
“When God saw you getting tired
and a cure was not to be
He put His arms around you
and whispered come to me
He didn’t like what you went through
and he gave you rest
His garden must be beautiful
He only takes the best!”

