A LITTLE CHRISTIAN HUMOR!
Jesus and Satan were having an on-going argument about who was better on the
computer. They had been going at it for days, and frankly God was tired of
hearing all the bickering. Finally fed up, God said, “THAT’S IT!
I have had enough. I am going to set up a test that will run for two hours,
and from those results, I will judge who does the better job.”
So Satan and Jesus sat down at the keyboards and typed away.
They moused. They faxed.
They e-mailed. They e-mailed with attachments.
They downloaded. They did spreadsheets.
They wrote reports. They created labels and cards.
They created charts and graphs. They did some genealogy reports.
They did every job known to man.
Jesus worked with heavenly efficiency
and Satan was faster than hell.
Then ten minutes before their time was up, lightning suddenly flashed across the sky,
thunder rolled, rain poured, and, of course, the power went out. Satan stared at his blank
screen and screamed every curse word known in the underworld. Jesus just signed.
Finally the electricity came back on, and each of them restarted their computers. Satan
started searching frantically, screaming: “It’s gone!” It’s all GONE!” “I lost everything
when the power went off!” Meanwhile Jesus quietly started printing out all of his files
from the past two hours of work. Satan observed this and became irate.
“Wait!” he screamed. “That’s not fair! He cheated! How come
he has all his work and I don’t have any?
God just shrugged and said “JESUS SAVES!”
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"A Love Relationship"
Jesus answered and said to him, "If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word; and My Father
will love him, and We will come to him and make Our home with him." John 14:23

The moment we believed God and his son, Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit came in us and made a home with us
(John 14:16-17, Romans 5:5). This is what makes Christianity an exceptional and precious walk, as our Lord and
Savior is alive and with us at all times. It's not enough that our triune God is alive and with us; we should make the
most of this, and benefit from the this love by loving God and keeping his Word (also John 14:21).
God is always constantly and actively loving us, but it's not always a guarantee that we'll always be experiencing His
love and presence with us; the latter is dependent on us. In a relationship between a child and a father, though a
father constantly loves
the child, the child's
experience
of the father's love is dependent on how responsive the child
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is to the father's love. A rebellious, disobedient and hard-headed child will experience the father's love less than
By Pastor Karen Lyons
a submitted, obedient and yielding child. The former will feel like they are not loved, and actually may feel like the
father loves him less than he does the other child. The same is true for us. The more we disobey God, the more we
distance ourselves from
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and regulating his love based on our performance; as the Bible says, even if we remain unfaithful, He remains faithful
the greatest of these is love." I Corinthians 13:13
(2 Timothy 2:13). However, the more we love God, respond to His love and walk in obedience, the more we
experience His love and presence in our lives. God always has hands and heart wide open, ready to lavish us
with his love and presence. We can honor his invitation by throwing ourselves to God wholeheartedly and
In June 2014, I was appointed to Clarkston UMC as
unreservedly, love Him back and avoid anything that may distance us from him and his love, always doing what
He tells us through constant obedience. This is what keeps our love relationship with God alive and active.
the first female African American Pastor. I had little
Clarkston UMC, let us boldly keep God's love shining brightly wherever you are or go! Grace and Peace to you!

knowledge of Clarkston UMC and was surprised to find that
it is a seven day a week “Local and Global Mission Field."

2016 Graduates!

John Hopkins Peabody Graduate School
Christine Lyons, daughter of Ralph & Pastor Lyons

Fugees Academy Graduates!

All smiles with Luma Mufleh are the Fugees
Academy 2016 graduating class! Babba Jaden
and Ganaro Makor from South Sudan and Ogbai
Afeworkie from Eritrean.
******

OUR NEWEST MEMBERS!
A family from Tanzania, Africa united with
Clarkston UMC on March 6, 2016. Ndayisabya
Coloneryo, Husband, Bernadette Mpawenayo,
Wife and children: Geraldine Shukuru, Methode
Miyogushima; Ndayisaba Oscar; Ndayisaba
Frank and Ndayishimiye Pacekaziya.
Welcome to the Clarkston Family!!

Syracuse University
Cheyenne Thomas, daughter of DeVon Thomas

“Every yesterday is a memory of dreams.
Every tomorrow is a vision of hope!”

UMW UPDATE
The United Methodist Church of the North Georgia
Conference are collecting UMCOR Health Kits at
Annual Conference. On Sunday, May 15 the Atlanta
Emory UMW met at Embry Hills to assemble 200
Health Kits. Our Clarkston’s UMW provided 30
hand towels for the kits as well as funds for shipping.
UMW assembled 217 kits which will be delivered by
Sue Raymond, President of North Georgia UMW.
Each Health Kit included: towel, wash cloth, soap,
comb, nail file, tooth brush, toothpaste and band
aides all packed in a gallon size plastic bag. Kudos
to UMW for a job well done!!
*****

SUNDAY SCHOOL MOMENTS
WITH BERNY OORTMAN!

Upper Room Sunday School Class

Pastor Lyons at the Cross with Steve & Linda Parrett, Betty
Cardell and Rhonda Grear Easter 2016!

Clare Bangs
Ebb & Kitty Evans
Carol Foulk
Warren Franklin
Kitty McGarity
Carol Hill
Ronnie Morris
Snowdell Morris
Lil Titlow

Continue to help us reach out to our homebound.
**********

Food for Thought: “If you can’t figure out
Blessing Celebration
Amanael Katema

where you stand with someone, it might be time to
stop standing and start walking!”
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