THE VIRGIN BIRTH
A woman takes her 16-year-old daughter to the doctor. The doctor says,
“Okay, Mrs. Jones, what’s the problem?
The mother says, “It’s my daughter, Darla. She keeps getting these
cravings, she’s putting on weight and is sick most mornings.”
The doctor gives Darla a good examination then turns to the mother and
says, “Well, I don’t know how to tell you this but your Darla is pregnant.
About 4 months would be my guest.” The mother says, “Pregnant?! She
can’t be, she has never ever been left alone with a man!! Have you Darla?”
Darla says, “No mother! I’ve never even kissed a man!”
The doctor walked over to the window and just stares out it. About five
minutes pass and finally the mother says, “Is there something wrong out
there doctor?”
The doctor relies, “No, not really, it’s just that the last time anything like
this happened, a star appeared in the east and three wise men came over
the hill. I’ll be damned if I’m going to miss it this time!”
hmhmhm…….
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Christ Has Risen!
“He is not here; he has risen! Remember how he told you, while he was still with you in Galilee:
‘The Son of Man must be delivered over to the hands of sinners, be crucified and on the third day be raised again.
(Luke 24:6-7) NIV
I greet you today with a shout of HALLELUJAH. Resurrection Sunday reminds us of the reality of our salvation in
Jesus Christ. The message of the resurrection declares for us that Jesus is not dead, but is alive for evermore.
We are children of the most high God, Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit. HALLELUJAH!
We can walk today boldly and with confidence, with faith in our heart and thoughts and face eternity with peace.
We can be reminded of our great cloud of witnesses and fight the good fight of faith eager to meet the Lord face to
face one day. Resurrection Sunday is a message about people like us searching for someone we love and seeking
to find them even if we have to go in the dark hours of the day. It is a message about sadness and fear when the one
thing you treasure has been taken away physically like the death of a family member or friend. You strongest desire is
to be close to the one that always welcomed you fully with open arms, just as you are. It is a message about surprise
and joy when you discover that love never leaves you and shows up in different forms and ways.
Mary meets her risen Lord. Her grief turns to joy and she brings to us the good news that has been proclaimed
throughout the ages, "I have seen the Lord."(John 20:18). She walks through her darkness in order to tend to her
teacher and close friend. She also goes and shares what she believes has happened with others, Peter and the other
disciple and they come running also. Let us keep running to tell people about Jesus Christ and Resurrection Sunday!
I remember when my mother passed and though I missed her physical presence, and visited her grave, she still
showed up for me in my dreams and in the faces of people who reminded me of her. Her legacy keeps me connected
and confident and trusting God’s plans for my life fully. Who is that loved one who keeps you lifted up and slows
you to shout HALLELUJAH today? Face each day with confidence, faith and joy knowing that Christ has risen
and his presence, promises and peace always with us! Affirm your faith every morning!

Spotlight on Clarkston!!

Food Pantry News!
Best regards to Tina Shaw of The Cleaning
Authority! The Cleaning Authority sponsors
a food drive once a year, and this year
Clarkston UMC was the recepient of that
drive. See below the many bags of
donated food received!

Pictured above are church officers installed on
Sunday, January 25, 2018! Some officers
were not present for this picture.
Congratulations to all for a job well done!

Helping Hands of Atlanta is always ready, willing
and able to lend their hands to whatever you
need. Picture below with Dr. Lyons are some of
the volunteers for the Food Pantry!

Baptism Sunday – February 18, 2018
Pictured here with Pastor Lyons, Pastor Peter,
Pastor Patricia Williams, Steve Parrett with
Little Miss Haunaleigh, her mother Tiffany,
Sister Sabrina and grandmother, Pamela Forde.

*****
I am the beginning of eternity,
the end of time,
the beginning of everything,
and the end of life
who or what am I?
No one knew the answer...the answer is “e”

.....Food Pantry news continue on last page

Jasmine of the Georgia Federal Cedit Union assisted Robert
with loading food into his SUV for the Food Pantry.

Robert needed rest after packing his car with so much food for
the Food Pantry! We have been blessed in the past two months
with two large food drives. Thanks Robert for a job well done!!

Clarkston also received a huge donation of breads from Mary Alice & Tom Hedden
of Clairmont Baptist Church. The bread is donated to their bread ministry from
Publix, and they are now sharing their breads with Clarkston’s Food Pantry! What a blessing!!

EASTER SUNDAY AT THE CROSS!!

Drs. Karen & Ralph Lyons

David Evans, Danny & Lorene Evans and
the family caregiver.

Pamela Forde, Sabrina Weekes,Tiffany & Haunaleigh

Steve & Linda Parrett with daughter, Marnie

Mimi Lee-Johnson, son, Muke, daughter Famah

Petros Mugwanyi & Tony Bulgar

Betty Cardell & Berny Oortman

Tony & Darlene Bulgar

Kitty McGarity, David Cantrell & Jerry Todd Saye

Lisa Wilson, Music Director

Fred Morris

Ana Sousa & son Nicholas Sousa

Memorandum
TO:

Jesus, Son of Joseph
Woodcrafters Shop
Nazareth

FROM:

Jordan Management Consultants
Jerusalem

SUBJECT: Staff Aptitude Test
DATE:

April 2018

Thank you for submitting the resumes of the 12 men you picked for management positions
In your new organization. All of them have now taken our battery of tests, and we have not
only run the results through our computer but also have arranged personal interviews for
each of them with our psychologist and vocational consultant.
It is the staff opinion that most of your nominees are lacking in background, education and
vocational apititue for the type of enterprise you are undertaking. They do not have the team
concept. We would recommend that you continue your search for persons of experience in
managerial ability and proven capability.
Simon Peter is emotionally unstable and given to fits of temper. Andrew has absolutely no
qualities of leadership. The two brothers, James and John, the sons of Zebedee, place
personal interest above company loyalty. Thomas demonstrates a questioning attitude that
would tend to undermine morale. We feel that it is our duty to tell you that Matthew has been
blacklisted by the Greater Jerusalem Better Busness Bureau. James, the son of
Alphaeus, and Thaddeus definitely have radical leanings, and they both registered
a high score on the manic depressive scale.
One of the candidates, however, shows great potential. He is a man of ability and
resourcefulness, meets people well, has a keen business mind and has contact in high
places. He is highly motivated, ambitious and innovative. We recommend Judas Iscariot as
your controller and right hand man. All other profiles are self-explanatory.
We wish you every success in your new venture..

CONGRATULATIONS!

Congratulations to Lumah Mufleh, founder and CEO of Fugees Family
was named the winner of the Diane von Furstenburg’s People’s Voice Award.
The award is one of five honors recognized at the annual DVF Awards,
every year, von Furstenburg selects four women to be nominated for the
People Voice Award, chosen by the public. Luma is also a top
10 CNN Hero. The blessings continue to flow…..
This article appeared in the Atlanta Journal Constitution, March 30, 2018.
Some of you may already know that the Fugees Family is Growing.
In August 2018, Fugees will open a second location in Columbus, Ohio.
The Clarkston Campus will continue serving students in grades 6-12.
As you know the Fugees Family started out as a pick-up game of soccor
in a parking lot, then a team, and then an official school whose
programming has continually evolved to give students the opportunity
to learn English, be part of a team, acclimate to American
culture, and become proud contibuting members of society.
Thanks for being a part of Clarkston UMC!!!
Note: Please mark your calendars for the Fugees Academy 2018 Graduation to be held at
Agnes Scott College, 10 am, May 18.

The Tidings will now feature an article on our members. The purpose is to let you
know more about the person you sit next to on “Any Given Sunday”.
The April Tidings, Volume 10 features Linda Parrett…

Linda and her family have been members of Clarkston UMC since 1981. She and
her husband, Steve (who is our Lay Chairperson) are the parents of Daryn and
Marnie. Linda says she joined because Clarkston was a caring, loving church filled
with all ages including many children. Many changes have occurred over those 35
years. Her Sunday School class started the Food Pantry in the middle 1980’s. In
the 1990’s she joined the United Methodist Women (UMW) where she served as the
treasurer. This evolved into being on the executive board of Atlanta Emory District
UMW for 7 years. After her retirement in 2007 from Emory Hospital (medical
technologist in Blood Bank), she began a very active role with Clarkston’s finances.
As the Finance Chair she is very involved and connected to all ministries of the
church.

Linda has an outstanding relationship with our partner churches and that

does make a difference, seeing how some don’t speak english well. She is able to
carry on a conversation and not miss a beat! (smile) Linda and Steve’s son Daryn
is married to Meagan and they have two sons, Max, age 13 and Jack ,age 5. Their
daughter Marinie is married to John McFarland and they have one daughter, Mia.
Linda is one of the best examples of what it’s like to be a good and faithful worker
in the church. Clarkston UMC thanks Linda for all she does for us
community!

and the

