The Perfect Church
I think that I shall never see
A Church that’s all it ought to be.
A Church that has no empty pews,
Whose Pastor never has the blues.
A Church whose deacons always deke
And none is proud but all are meek.
Where gossips never peddle lies
Or make complaints or criticize.
Where all are always sweet and kind
And all to other’s faults are blind.
Such perfect churches there may be
But none of them are known to me
But still we’ll work, and pray and plan
To make our Church the best we can!
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Pastor’s Message of Love and Thanksgiving!
Well, by now you have heard that Ralph and I will be moving to Morrow First UMC. Our last Sunday
with you will be June 16, 2019. As I clean out my office space, and gather all the pictures and memories of
five years at Clarkston UMC. There is no place like Clarkston UMC with all our partners and such diversity in our
community! How do you really say goodbye? I say until we meet again! I will always take with me wherever
I journey, both locally and globally. I am still eager to continue telling the world about all of our experiences, joys,
celebrations and challenges. I would like to take this opportunity to thank you dearly for your grace, support, patience,
team spirit, unending love, concern for our family and for one another and for so many other new faces we have
embraced on this five year journey.
When I visited First Morrow UMC the first thing I said was, “You just have to come and visit Clarkston
and bring your children with you!” There is no way that all my experiences will not be felt and utilized while
pastoring at Morrow. Still thinking about how to get back for VBS, World Communion Sunday and
Clarkston Cultural Festival. Can we be in two places at the same time? I just might have to disguise myself and
frequent many places unannounced! So many opportunities to embrace and friends to say both bye and hi to!
But let us be open to change and embrace it fully! I thank God daily for blowing my mind during my entire time here!
This is my greatest testimony! There is no place like Clarkston in the entire world so treasure how far you have come
and also how far you will go with the help of our triune God! Always remember to, “Trust in the Lord, with all your heart
and soul!” And stay hungry and fired up! Peace and many blessings to you!
Love you dearly,

Rev. and Drs. Ralph and Karen Lyons
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Remember a Pastor’s Heart!
“At times, some get discouraged in their Walk with God it’s true!
But God says not to Worry, Jesus Won the War for You.
He Thanks you for your Faithfulness In telling us His Truths.
For speaking out his Word in Love Is How His Spirit Moves.
So if you get disheartened by the things some do and say
Believe that God is On-the-Case cause You Walk in His Way.
In Giving Sacrificial Praise He turns it all around
A Pastors Heart He’s given you so others won’t be bound!

SPOTLIGHT ON MARTIN “LEE” WALLER
Lee was born in Decatur, GA. Lee attended Clarkston UMC Sunday
School the early 60’s. Lee, finally joined CUMC 2011. He is the
proud parent of a daughter, Maroline, and a son, Matthew.
Lee also has four grandsons, Garrett, age 12,
Gibson, age 10, Grayson, age 2 and Gauge, age 6 months.
( Where is the the girl?)
Lee serves as Trustee Chairperson here at CUMC, member of
Church Council, Finance Committee. He’s also an Usher, and the
most Important job that he does for CUMC he is our Yard Man!
He keeps our lawn cut and trim to tea! Thanks Lee!
In his neighborhood, he is seen around as the “hardest working man”
for he keeps other lawns as well!
There is so much Lee does for Clarkston, we at CUMC
appreciate him more than he knows! We present Lee this award!!
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WELCOME PASTOR ALVIN LINGENFELTER

The Rev. Alvin Lingenfelter has 30 years of experience in the United
Methodist Church, holding just about every position possible. He has
been Pastor at Fairburn UMC since 2016. He holds a Bachelors of
Music from Mississippi College and a Masters of Divinity
from Duke University.
Rev. Lingenfelter is also an Asst. Professor of Religion and
Director of the Church Leadership Program at LaGrange College in
LaGrange, GA.
Alvin and his wife Lindsey have 2 children, Amos and Leighton and
they live in Decatur Ga.

PRECIOUS MEMORIES AT CUMC….

Rev. Dr. Karen Lyons

A Pastor devoted to giving so much
God only knows all the souls that you touch.
Committed to serve when you
Answered God’s call,
You prove it by being a servant to all!

Thank you for the last 5 years!
The Clarkston UMC Church Family!
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